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“The child can develop fully by means of experience in his environment.  We call such experiences ‘work’.”
                 Marie Montessori

October Birthdays
· King Brem 10/4/09
· London Wecker 10/4/06
· Sofia Guerra 10/7/07
· Gus Shelley 10/22/08
· Jack Goldsmith 10/24/07
· Gracie Wolff 10/26/06
· George Martin 10/27/07
· Audrey Conklin 10/28/08

School pictures will be taken on Wednesday, October 5th.  Michael of Michael’s Photography has been taking our school pictures for many years, and has done an excellent job for us.  He will be doing individual pictures as well as class pictures. If you have not received a picture envelope for your child please let Ms. Melanie, Ms. Karen, or your teachers know.  Say Cheese!!!!!!!
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Parent / Teacher Conferences are scheduled for Wednesday, October 19th, Thursday, October 20th, and Friday, October 21st. 
 School will be closed for regular classes on those conference days.  Children that are enrolled in the After School Program are welcome to attend those three days.  Early drop off will be available at 7:30 am. and your child’s usual pickup time will remain the same.  For parents that have a scheduled conference and do not have child care during that time, we offer child care for your Belden Street student only during your conference.
Upcoming Events
Happy October to all Belden Street Families and Friends,
     There is a change in the air and the first signs of autumn are appearing.  The official first day of autumn happened on Friday, September 23rd and the temperatures were perfect.  Soon leaves will be falling and families will be getting ready for the Thanksgiving holiday.  We will have just finished the turkey leftovers and winter will soon follow with more holidays.  For many, including myself, this is their most favorite time of year.  Happy autumn to all!
     The All School Picnic was a huge success.  Thank you to all our families for the wonderful food and conversation.  There will be another All School Picnic in May for our end of the year celebration.
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Dear Maria, 

	Correction:  In September’s newsletter I posted the list of Board Members and the Officers for 2011-2012.  Cathy Mancill is a board member and was listed as Vice President and this was an error.  The Vice President of the Belden Street Board of Trustees is Elena Olive.  Thank you.

The Belden Street Board of Trustees met on Tuesday, September 20th for the first meeting of the new school year.  Fund raising for the school was discussed and we agreed to make our first event a Bake Sale and enter a booth at the Denison Fall Festival for Saturday, October 1st.  We have some volunteers making baked goods to sell.  If any of our families or friends would like to bake something for our first fund raiser that would be great!  Baked items can be brought to the school sometime on Friday up until 5:30 pm.
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As always, Thank you for all your support!
Dear Maria,
I was at my daughters Montessori school today and I had an opportunity to visit with her teacher.  We talked about what the children were currently studying and how well they were adjusting to pre-school.  During our conversation my daughter’s teacher said something about the children not being normalized yet.  Her teacher had to quickly return to class so I did not get to ask her what she meant.  What does the term normalized mean, I know my daughter is normal.
Signed,
What’s Normal?

Dear What’s Normal,
A Montessori education is not a child care or playgroup.  There are many goals of a Montessori classroom, but a benchmark is to help provide opportunities for children to become ‘normalized’.  In Montessori education, the term ‘normalization’ has a specialized meaning.  Normal does no refer to what is considered to be typical, average, or usual.  Rather, Maria Montessori used this term, ‘normalization’, to describe a unique process she observed in child development.  She observed that when children are allowed freedom in an environment that is set up and created to meet their developmental, social, emotional, and academic needs, they thrive and blossom.  After some time of intense concentration (which we observe daily in our classroom), working with wonderful materials that fully engage their interest and attention, children appear to be refreshed, content, and satisfied.  Through a child’s work of their own choice, children grow inner discipline, peace, and self-control.  She called this process ‘normalization’ and cited it as “the most important single result of our whole work” (The Absorbent Mind, 1949).
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